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Republic of the Philippines
Department of Health

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

April 14, 2021

DEPARTMENT CIRCULAR

NO.2021-_Q}52

FOR:

SUBJECT:

ALL UNDERSECRETARIES AND ASSISTANT SECRETARIES OF
HEALTH; MINISTER OF HEALTH - BANGSAMORO
AUTONOMOUS REGION N MUSLIM MINDANAO; DIRECTORS
OF BUREAUS, SERVICES, AND CENTERS FOR HEALTH
DEVELOPMENT (CHDs); CHIEFS OF DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH MEDICAL CENTERS, HOSPITALS., SANITARIA, AND
TREATMENT AND REHABILITATION CENTERS: EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR OF SPECIALTY HOSPITALS AND OTHER
CONCERNED

Dissemination of the Implementing Rules and Regulations of Republic
Act No. 10524 entitled “ An Act Expanding The Positions Reserved For
Persons With Disability, Amending For The Purpose Republic Act No.
7277, As Amended, Otherwise Known As the Magna Carta For Persons

With Disability”

Attached for information and guidance is a copy of the Implementing Rules and
Regulations of Republic Act No. 10524 or “An Act Expanding The Positions Reserved For Persons
With Disability, Amending For The Purpose Republic Act No. 7277, As Amended, Otherwise
Known as the Magna Carta For Persons With Disability”. Please refer to Section 17 which states,
“The Department of Health (DOH) through its regional hospitals, medical centers, and specialty
hospitals, issue certification duly signed by licensed government physician for non-obvious
disabilities such as psychosocial, learning, mental/intellectual, visual and hearing disabilities.”

Dissemination of the information to all concerned is requested.

By Authority of Secretary of Health:

MARIA ROSARIO §INGH-VERGEIRE, MD, MPH, CESO IV
OIC — Undersecretaryjof Health
Public Health Service§ Team

Building 1, San Lazaro Compound, Rizal Avenue, Sta. Cruz, 1003 Manila @ Trunk Line 651-7800 local 1113, 1108, 1135
Direct Line: 711-9502; 711-9503 Fax: 743-1829 @ URL.: http://www.doh.gov.ph; e-mail: ftduquef@doh.gov.ph
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REPUBLIC ACT NUMBER 10754
An Act Expanding the Benefits and Privileges of Persons with Disability

IMPLEMENTING RULES AND REGULATIONS
RULE I
TITLE, PURPOSE AND CONSTRUCTION
Section 1. Title — These Rules shall be known and cited as the Implementing Rules and Regulations of
Republic Act No. 10754, otherwise known as the Act Expanding the Benefits and Privileges of Persons with
Disability (PWD).
Section 2. Purpose — These Rules and Regulations are promulgated to prescribe the procedures and guidelines
for the implementation of Republic Act No. 10754 in order to facilitate compliance with the Act and to achieve
its objectives.
Section 3. Construction — These Rules and Regulations shall be construed and applied in accordance with and
in furtherance of the policies and objectives of the law. In case of doubt, the same shall be construed liberally
and in favor of persons with disability.
RULE 11
POLICIES AND OBJECTIVES
Section 4. Policies and Objectives — It is the declared policy of the State to give full support to the

improvement of well-being and integration into mainstream society of persons with disability. It is the objective

of Republic Act No. 10754 to provide persons with disability the opportunity to participate fully into the
mainstream of society by granting them at least twenty (20%) discount and exemption from the value added tax
on the sale of certain goods and services identified under Republic Act No. 9442 for the exclusive use,
enjoyment or availment of persons with disability.

RULE Il

DEFINITION OF TERMS

Section 5. Definition of Terms — For purposes of these Rules and Regulations, these terms are defined as
follows:

5.1 Persons with Disability — are those who have long-term physical, mental, intellectual or sensory

impairments which in interaction with various barriers may hinder their full and effective participation in society

on an equal basis with others. For purposes of these Rules and Regulations, persons with disability shall be
classified by the Department of Health (DOH) through an issuance.

5.2 Basic Necessities — are goods vital to the needs of consumers for their sustenance and existence such as, but

not limited to, rice; corn; root crops; bread; fresh, dried or canned fish and other marine products; fresh pork,
beef and poultry meat; fresh eggs, potable water in bottles and containers; fresh and processed milk; fresh
vegetables and fruits; locally manufactured instant noodles; coffee; coffee creamer; sugar; cooking oil; salt;
laundry soap and detergents; firewood; charcoal; household liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) and kerosene;
candles; drugs classified as essential by the Department of Health and such other goods as may be classified by
the Department of Trade and Industry and Department of Agriculture.

5.3 Dental Services — refers to oral examination, cleaning, permanent and temporary filling, extractions and
gum treatments, restoration, replacement or repositioning of teeth, or alteration of the alveolar or periodontium
process of the maxilla and the mandible that are necessary for the diagnosis and/or treatment of a dental illness

or injury.

5.4 Diagnostic and Laberatory Tests — any procedure conducted for diagnostic purposes. It shall include such

procedures as x-rays, CT-scans, MRI scans, PET scans, blood chemistry exams, histopathology and
immunopathology, hematology, urine analysis, parasitology and bacteriology tests, serology, blood banking and
all other diagnostic radiology, clinical laboratory and other diagnostic examinations that are necessary for the
diagnosis of the disability or medical condition of a person with disability. It shall also include clinical
psychological tests, assessment of speech conditions, test for hearing acuity, visual acuity, learning impairment,
and related psychosocial conditions like drug testing.

5.5 Drug / Medicine — refers to any chemical compound or biological substance, other than food, intended for
use in the treatment, prevention or diagnosis of disease in humans or animals, including but not limited to:

5.5.1 Any article recognized in the official United States Pharmacopoeia — National Formulary (USP-NF),
official Homeopathic Pharmacopoeia of the United States, Philippine Pharmacopoeia, Philippine National Drug
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Formulary, British Pharmacopoeia, European Pharmacopoeia, Japanese Pharmacopoeia, Indian Pharmacopoeia,
any national compendium or any supplement to any of them

5.5.2 Any article intended for use in the diagnosis, cure, mitigation, treatment or prevention of disease in
humans or animals

5.5.3 Any article other than food intended to affect the structure or any function of the human body or animals
5.5.4 Any article intended for use as a component of any articles specified in items 5.5.1 to 5.5.3 not including
devices or their components, parts or accessories

5.5.5 Herbal and/or traditional drugs which are articles of plant or animal origin used in folk medicine which
are:

Recognized in the Philippine National Drug Formulary

Intended for use in the treatment or cure or mitigation of disease symptoms, injury or body effects in humans
Other than food, intended to affect the structure or any function of the human body

In finished or ready-to-use dosage form

Intended for use as a component of any of the articles specified in bullets 1 to 4.

These may also include vitamins and minerals provided that these are in accordance with the Food and Drug
Administration’s prevailing cut-off on vitamins and minerals classified as drug / medicine i.e product containing
more than 150% of water-soluble vitamins and more than 102% of fat soluble vitamins. For herbs to be
classified under this definition, levels and amounts as well as registration status is required when indicated for
therapeutic use.

5.6 Essential Drug / Medicine — refers to drugs / medicines that satisfy the priority health care needs of the
population and which are selected based on the evidence of their efficacy, safety and comparative cost
effectiveness.

5.7 Essential Drug List or National Drug Formulary — Refers to a list of drugs prepared and periodically
updated by the Department of Health on the basis of health conditions obtaining in the Philippines as well as on
internationally accepted criteria.

5.8 Foods for Special Medical Purposes — refers to category of foods for special dietary uses which are
specially processed or formulated and presented for the dietary management of patients and may be used only
under medical supervision. They are intended for the exclusive or partial feeding of patients with limited or
impaired capacity to take, digest, absorb or metabolize ordinary foodstuffs or certain nutrients contained therein,
or who have other special medically-determined nutrient requirements, whose dietary management cannot be
achieved only by modification of the normal diet, by other foods for special dietary uses, or by a combination of
the two.

5.9 Lodging Establishment — refers to public and private establishments that charge daily, weekly, monthly
rates or fees which include but not limited to the following:

5.9.1 Apartel refers to building or edifice containing several independent and furnished or semi-furnished
apartments, regularly leased to tourists and travelers for dwelling on a more or less long-term basis and offering
basic services to its tenants, similar to hotels.

5.9.2 Dormitory refers to any permanent structure with private rooms where persons, students in particular, may
be regularly accepted as boarders and provided with lodging and/or meals.

5.9.3 Motorist Hotel refers to any structure with several separate units, primarily located along the highway,
with individual or common parking space, at which motorists may obtain lodging and in some instances, meals.
5.9.4 Pension House refers to a private or family-operated tourist boarding house, tourist guest house or tourist
lodging house, regularly catering to tourist, and/or traveler, containing several independent table rooms,
providing common facilities such as toilets, bathrooms/showers, living and dining rooms and/or kitchen and
where a combination of board and lodging may be provided.

5.9.5 Tourist Inn refers to lodging establishment catering to transients, which does not meet the minimum
requirement of an economy hotel.

The term lodging establishment shall include lodging houses, which shall mean such establishments are
regularly engaged in the hotel business, but which, nevertheless, are not registered, classified and licensed as
hotels by reason of inadequate essential facilities and services. It also includes resort, which shall refer to any
place or places with pleasant environment and atmosphere conducive to comfort, healthful relaxation and rest,
offering food, sleeping accommodation and recreational facilities to the public for a fee or remuneration.
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The term, however, excludes homestay or an alternative tourism where tourists will stay with the host’s family in
the same house and will experience the everyday life of the family and the local community.

5.10 Medical Services — refers to health services which include but not limited to prevention of disability
through immunization, nutrition, environmental protection and preservation; genetic counseling; early detection
of disability and timely intervention to arrest disabling condition and medical treatment and rehabilitation
including mobility assistive devices.

5.11 Prime Commodities — are goods not considered as basic necessities but are essential to consumers such as,
but not limited to flour; dried, processed or canned pork, beef and poultry meat; dairy products not falling under
basic necessities; onions; garlic; vinegar; patis; soy sauce; toilet soap; fertilizer; pesticides and herbicides;
poultry, livestock and fishery feeds and veterinary products; paper; school supplies; nipa shingles; sawali;
cement; clinker; GI sheets, hollow blocks; plywood; plyboard; construction nails; batteries; electrical supplies;
lightbulbs; steel wire; all drugs not classified as essential drugs by the Department of Health and other
commodities that may be classified by the Department of Trade and Industry and the Department of Agriculture.
5.12 Recreation Centers — refers to any establishment offering recreation services with facilities that include
but not limited to internet cafes, video games, other similar amusement facilities, theaters, cinema houses,
concert halls, circuses, carnivals and other places of culture and leisure. This definition excludes establishments
with gambling facilities.

5.13 Restaurant — refers to any establishment duly licensed by the government selling to the public, regular and
special meals or menu. This may include but not limited to food, drinks, beverages, desserts and other
consumable items served by the establishment including value meals and other similar food counters, fast food,
cooked food and short orders including take-outs.

RULE IV

BENEFITS AND PRIVILEGES OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITY

Section 6. Twenty Percent (20%) Discount and Value Added Tax (VAT) Exemption — Persons with disability
shall be entitled to the grant of 20% discount and VAT-exemption on the purchase of certain goods and services
from all establishments for their exclusive use, enjoyment or availment; Provided, however, that the purchase of
such goods and services from sellers that are not subject to Value Added Tax (VAT) shall be subject to the
applicable percentage tax.

For this purpose, subsequent purchases by persons with disability on the same day from the same establishments
shall still be subjected to 20% discount and VAT-exemption.

All establishments shall place signages in conspicuous areas within their premises to inform persons with
disabilities that they are entitled to the 20% discount and VAT-exemption.

The Department of Finance thru the Bureau of Internal Revenue shall issue the corresponding Revenue
Regulations and/or Revenue Memorandum Circulars related to the grant of the 20% discount and VAT-
exemption for persons with disability.

The Department of the Interior and Local Government shall also ensure that all local government units are
informed about the law for the smooth implementation of the 20% discount and VAT-exemption for persons with
disability in their areas of jurisdiction.

Section 6.1 Lodging Establishments — This shall apply to room accommodation and other amenities offered by
the establishment such as but not limited to massage parlor, sauna bath, food, drinks and other services offered.
The said discount and exemption will only apply to persons with disability.

The Department of Tourism shall issue the corresponding guidelines, circulars or directives related to this
section for its accredited lodging establishments and disseminate such information to all concerned.

The concerned academic institutions shall also ensure that dormitories under their jurisdiction grant the 20%
discount and VAT-exemption to students with disabilities.

Section 6.2 Restaurants — This shall apply to the purchase of food, drinks, beverages, dessert and other
consumable items served by the establishments including value meals and other similar food counters, fast food,
cooked food and short orders including take outs. To safeguard the establishments from abuse of this privilege,
the orders should be limited only to the consumption of the concerned person with disability.

Section 6.3 Recreation Centers — This shall apply to admission fees of persons with disability charged by
theaters, cinema houses, concert halls, circuses, carnivals and other places of culture and leisure. The said
discount and exemption shall also apply to charges in the utilization of services including rentals of facilities and
equipment and other accessories and gadgets to be used, enjoyed or availed by persons with disability in these
centers.
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The Department of Tourism shall issue the corresponding guidelines, circulars or directives related to Sections
6.2 and 6.3 for its accredited restaurants and recreation centers and disseminate such information to all
concerned.

The Local Government Units concerned, in coordination with the Leagues of Cities and Municipalities, shall
also ensure that restaurants and recreation centers under their jurisdiction are compliant to the law by including
the grant of 20% discount and VAT-exemption to persons with disability as part of the terms and conditions in
the issuance of business permits to the aforementioned establishments.

Section 6.4 Purchase of Medicines and Foods for Special Medical Purposes — This shall apply to the
purchase of prescribed generic and branded drugs / medicines as well as foods for special medical purposes in
all drugstores for the exclusive use or availment of persons with disability.

The Department of Health, in coordination with the Philippine Health Insurance Corporation and Food and Drug
Administration, shall issue the corresponding guidelines, circulars or directives related to this section and
disseminate such information to all concerned.

Section 6.5 Medical and Dental Services, Diagnostic and Laboratory Fees and Professional Fees of
Attending Doctors — This shall apply to the availment of medical and dental services including diagnostic and
laboratory fees by persons with disability in government facilities or private hospitals and medical facilities. The
said discount and exemption shall also apply to the professional fees of attending doctors in such facilities.

The Department of Health, in coordination with the Philippine Health Insurance Corporation, shall issue the
corresponding guidelines, circulars or directives related to this section and disseminate such information to all
concerned.

Section 6.6 Domestic Air and Sea Travel — This shall cover the actual fare for domestic air and sea travel. For
promotional fares, the Section on No Double Discounts should apply.

Section 6.7 Land Transportation Travel — This shall apply to actual fare for land transportation travel such as,
but not limited to, public utility buses or jeepneys, taxis, Asian Utility Vehicles (AUVs), shuttle services, public
railways including Light Rail Transit, Metro Rail Transit and Philippine National Railways and Transportation
Network Vehicle Services (TNVS) such as Grab, Uber and the like.

The Department of Transportation including those agencies attached and under its administrative supervision
and control shall issue the corresponding guidelines, circulars or directives related to domestic air, sea and land
transportation travel and disseminate such information to all concerned.

The Local Government Units concerned, in coordination with the Leagues of Cities and Municipalities, shall
also ensure the passage of local ordinance to enjoin transport groups to grant this benefit/privilege.

Further, land transport groups shall place signages within public utility vehicles, shuttle services and public
railways to inform persons with disability that they are entitled to the benefit/privilege.

Section 6.8 Funeral and Burial Services for the Death of a Person with Disability — The beneficiary or any
person who shall shoulder the funeral and burial expenses of the deceased person with disability, shall claim the
discount under this rule for the deceased person with disability upon presentation of the death certificate and
person with disability identification card (ID) or in its absence, the original or certified true copy of the proof of
registration from the issuing local government unit. Such expenses shall cover the purchase of casket, urn,
embalming, hospital morgue, transport of the body to intended burial site in the place of origin, but shall exclude
obituary publication and the cost of the memorial lot.

The Local Government Units concerned, in coordination with the Leagues of Cities and Municipalities, shall
ensure that mortuaries under their jurisdiction are compliant to the law by including the grant of 20% discount
and VAT-exemption to persons with disability as part of the terms and conditions in the issuance of business
permits to the aforementioned establishments.

Section 7. Educational Assistance for Persons with Disabilities — Educational assistance shall be granted to
persons with disability to pursue primary, secondary, tertiary, post tertiary as well as vocational or technical
education in both public and private schools and authorized technical vocational institutions through the
provision of scholarships, grants, financial aid, subsidies and other incentives to qualified persons with
disability, including support for books, learning materials and uniform allowance to the extent feasible:
Provided, that persons with disability shall meet minimum admission requirements set by the Department of
Education, Commission on Higher Education and Technical Education and Skills Development Authority and
the Unified Student Financial Assistance System for Tertiary Education (UniFAST) Board for persons with
disability who wish to pursue tertiary education by means of scholarships, grants-in-aid and student loans.
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